
THE BIG DRUM - DE'WEGAN 

GRADE LEVEL: 9 - 12 

SUBJECT 
AREA: Ojibwe Language  

GOAL:                                    To develop pride and self-esteem in the language and the culture.  

CULTURAL 
CONCEPT:  The Drum is sacred to the Anishnaabeg. We offer tobacco to 'the Drum. It is the 

heartbeat of "Mshkokmii-Kwe", or Mother Earth. 

CULTURAL 
LESSON: 

This will actually be the Introductory Lesson to the unit on the Four Kinds of Drums of the Anishnaabeg. 

One time the Anishnaabeg lived beside the Great Salt Water when the Megis Shell appeared 
to them. So the old men gathered and asked, "What is this sacred thing coming .out of the 
water?" The Anishnaabeg were to move. If not, they would be destroyed. They were to go 
West. Their first stop was to an island in the middle of the St. Lawrence River. The Megis 
Shell appeared and it was time to move on. Their next stop was at Niagara Falls., The 
Anishnaabeg stayed here a long time. The Megis Shell appeared. They moved on to 
Walpole Island. They stoppedthere. When the Megis Shell appeared the Anishnaabeg 
were to move to the shores of Lake Michigan, but the majority went to Madeleine 
Island for many years. 

The next time the Megis appeared it was decided that the Ojibwe Nation would split - the 
Pottawatomi were given the duty of keeping the three kinds of people together through 
messages and trading. The Ojibwe were given the job of keeping the spiritual heart of the 
people together. The next appearance of the Megis Shell took the Anishnaabeg to Sault Ste. 
Marie. They stayed long. Another split led the Saulteaux to the plains. he last stopping place 
was the turtle shaped island in Lake Superior. When they met the Sioux there, a great battle 
took place. The war was an aggressive one with no honor. They killed anyone. At this time the 
Lakota women gathered together and they fasted and prayed. After a long while a young 
maiden was left for a spirit Mnidoo who gave her a vision. She went back to her people and 
was much afraid of what she saw. 
 
Finally, an old man approached her and asked what it was that she saw. She explained that a 
large hide was to be stretched across a large hoop and this would be a drum to float on four 
sacred colors and each to have an eagle feather. A pipe was to be made that would go along with 
this drum. When all was made like her dream, a runner went to call the Anishnaabeg and the 
Lakota. The grounds were prepared and wiingashk was laid around the circle. On each, 
standing in a straight line, were the old men, women, warriors, and children. At this time, the 
young maiden was waiting for the people to choose two war chiefs who were to approach her. 
To these two, she gave the drumsticks and told them to sound upon the drum. When they hit 
the drum they both fell over dead. 
 
 

    OBJECTIVES: 1. Students will learn about the origin of the Big Drum and how it 
came to the Anishnaabeg (our people's history). 

2. Students will appreciate and understand to respect the Drum., 

 



"This is a gift (the drum)," she told the Anishnaabeg. "From now on, it will beat for all nations, for 
it is the Heartbeat of our Mother Earth." 

As a traditional dancer one must always respect the Drum by never dancing with one's back 
to the Drum. 

 
STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES  :   1. On a large wall map of Eastern Canada and Central USA, plot the Ojibwe 

Migration route. 
2. Have the students view a video tape on the Traditional Pow-Wow  
3. B r i n g  i n  a  r e a l  d r u m  t o  t h e  c l a s s  (preferably accompanied by  

  the Drumkeeper) and have the students draw a detailed drawing of the big drum  
  and label it. 

 
 

EVALUATION  
ACTIVITIES :              Group sharing by discussion of their past experiences. 
                                      Give out a worksheet on vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 RESOURCES:              Gary Sault - oral storyteller of the Mississaugas First Nation         

 

DEVELOPED BY:        
 Violet  Shawanda,Teacher Algonquian Language, Second Language Specialist,                                                                                                                
and member of the Odawa First Nation of Wikwemikong, Manitoulin Island. 

 

 



 


