
GRADE LEVEL: 

SUBJECT 
AREA: 

GOAL: 

ELDERS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

7 - 8 

English, Guidance, Social Studies, Geography, History, Graphic 
Arts 

1. To develop an appreciation and understanding of our  
elders who are holders of knowledge, teachers of our 
culture, songs, heritage and survival.  

                    2 .     To apprec ia te  the  teach ings o f  our  e lder s  and 
r ecogn ize  they a re  ca r r i er s  o f  knowledge  and 
h i s tory .  

OBJECTIVES: 1. Students will interview an elder and record the 
information. 

2. Students will identify the cultural significance of their 
elders. 

3. Students will learn a song/legend from their elders. 

4. Students will identify the traditional ways our elders teach 
them. 

CULTURAL 
CONCEPT: 1. First Nations have many elders who have contributed  

much to and have made lasting impressions on their 
community. 

2. Cultural values, and traditions encompass Aboriginal 
people's lives. 

CULTURAL 
LESSON: 

Children/students must be aware of the development, accomplishments, contributions, 
influences and impacts that our elders have made in our community. Students are 
influenced by their background and upbringing. Eiders play an important part in this 
influence and overall development of the student. 

I would like. to share with you the experiences, involvements, and active participation 
of one of our elders who has since travelled on into the Spirit World. Our school has 
been honored in being named after him, "Amos Okimow Memorial School"l 



Our elder, Amos Okimow, grandfather, great grandfather, was the first elected leader 
of our reserve before it was recognized. It was recognized, passed and made official by 
'the Federal Government in May 1988. Prior to this we belonged to God's Lake Narrows 
First Nation, located thirty miles to the south of us across the lake. 

Amos was very involved in the political leadership of our people. My husband, Moses, used 
to accompany him on his political outings house to house. This experience had a major impact 
on the direction Moses' life would take. Moses is now a lawyer and is heavily involved in 
many political issues for First Nations. 

Our elder, Amos, was actively involved with education and he fought to have a school 
house built for our children. Later on he continued the struggle by having this one room 
school expanded into a large building. He participated in the learning process of the 
children and was visible in the classroom. During Christmas he was always our Santa 
Claus. Elder Amos always stressed that education was important; he always wanted our 
children to go beyond high school and into post-secondary education. 

STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES: 

 
I. Have students learn good interviewing skills  

2. Have students brainstorm, making a list of questions they 
want to ask the elders during the interview.. 

3. Have students name the elders in our/their community. 

4. Have students do an interview with an elder. Have them 
make an appointment for personal interview. (Get 
permission from parent for student to conduct interview) 

5. Have students compile pictures and interviews into a 
booklet. Have tem printed up. 

6. Have a discussion on their findings. 

7. Write a poem about the traditional teachings. 

EVALUATI ON 
ACTIVITIES: Look at: 

a. Cooperation in student activity. 

b. Problem solving. 

c. Recording, writing, speaking skills development. 



d. Presentation of reports and completed booklets, 
poems and participation. 

RESOURCES: 

DEVELOPED BY: 

School 
Band Office 
Community (Human Resources) 
Books on interview techniques 

Annabelle Okimaw, 869 Balsam Drive, Orleans, Ontario Canada 
K1E 1B4 (613) 830-8318. Education Researcher, Assembly of 
First Nations, 55 Murray Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
(613).236-0673. 

 


