
The Creation of Native Associations  

 

ACADEMIC LEVEL: Secondary/College 

SUBJECT: First World War; 
Native Studies. 

GOAL: 
1. Put the student in contact with the sources; 
2. Analyze a primary source in order to understand 

the and the author’s points of view; 
3. Compare the points of view of several primary 

sources; 
4. Provide a brief commentary; 
5. Be able to understand what the source teaches us 

about the society from which it comes. 

OBJECTIVES: 1. The students will be able to distinguish between 
primary and secondary sources and to use them 
correctly in the context of a historical research 
activity;  
 

2. The students will be able to distinguish between 
fact and opinion in primary and secondary sources; 

 
3. The students will be able to analyze primary 

sources. 
 

 
PREREQUISITE 
KNOWLEDGE:   

1. Be familiar with the 1st World War;  
 

2. Know what the relations between Natives and the 
Canadian government were like at the start of the XXth 
century. 

  
LESSON PLAN: 1. The teacher explains the concept of primary and 

secondary sources to the students; 
 
2. On the basis of primary sources, the students are 

required to analyze the factors that led to the creation 
of associations for the defense of the rights of the First 
Nations.   
 



MATERIALS : 1. Distribute a copy of the following to the students:  
• The letters of Frederick Loft;  
• The letters from the Department of Aboriginal 

Affairs;  
• The letters of the Indian agents;   
• The letters of the members of the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police. 
 
2. Distribute a copy of the analysis grid to the students: 

Analysis of historical documents. 
 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: 1. Ask the students to read a novel by a Native author 
about the world wars and the history of the First 
Nations;  

2. In-class discussion; 
3. Homework: Interview a Native and a non-Native 

veteran; 
4. Conduct research on the participation of Natives in 

the two world wars and do an oral presentation in 
class. 
 

EVALUATION OF ACTIVITIES : 1. Participation;  
2. Homework;  
3. Oral presentation. 

RESOURCES: Guest: A Native veteran 
 
Other possible sources of letters and diaries:  
• Veterans Affairs Canada website: Diaries, Letters and 

Stories  

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-
served/diaries-letters-stories 

• Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries/We Were 
There  

https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/firstworldwar/025005-
2800-e.html 

• The Memory Project: Accounts given by soldiers in 
the 1st and 2nd World Wars  

http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories 

DEVELOPED BY:  

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/diaries-letters-stories
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/diaries-letters-stories
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/firstworldwar/025005-2800-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/firstworldwar/025005-2800-e.html
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories


 

ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS   

 

Analysis of the Production:  

1. Nature of the document: letter, speech, book, poster, photo, etc. 
a) If necessary: abridged, modified (etc.) version 

 
2. Origin of the document: book, chapter, page, etc. 

 
3. Identification of the author 

a) Write a relevant biography of the author 
 

4. Identification of the production date 
 

5. Identification of the production location 
 

6. Identification of the person(s) for whom the document is intended 
 

7. Explanation of the relevant historical context at the time the document was produced 
 
 
 
Analysis of the Content: 
 
1. Identify new vocabulary 

 
2. Analyze each document individually 

a) Identify the general content of the text 
b) Pick out the different ideas expressed by the author  
c) Specify the author’s goal(s) 

 
3. Compare the content of the documents 

a) Compare the ideas expressed in the different texts 
b) Identify the points of view on which the authors agree  
c) Identify the points on which the authors disagree  
d) Identify the specific opinions brought up by only one author 

 
 

4. Compare the points on which the authors disagree 
a) Research the reasons for the differences 



b) Categorize the events (or opinions) brought up based on whether they appear 
exact and objective 

 
5. Compile a summary 

a) Select facts (or opinions) on the basis of their importance 
i. Select objective facts (or opinions) 

ii. Select contradictory facts (or opinions) 
b) Select relevant examples to illustrate the facts (or opinions) expressed by the 

authors  
c) Explain the factors that can justify the positions taken by the authors  
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