
The Second World War and Seigneurial Rentes 

ACADEMIC LEVEL: College 

SUBJECT: Native Studies; 
The French Regime and Reduction; 
War and the Abolition of the Seigneurial System. 

GOAL: 
1. Put the student in contact with the sources; 
2. Analyze a primary source;  
3. Provide a brief commentary. 

OBJECTIVES: 1. The students will be able to: 
a. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources 

and to use them correctly in the context of a 
historical research activity; 

b. Understand the concepts of cause and consequence. 
 

PREREQUISITE 
KNOWLEDGE:  

1. Know what relations between Natives and non-Natives have been 
like since the start of the XXth century; 

2. Know what the living conditions of the Native populations have 
been like since the start of the XXth century;   

3. Be familiar with the Native communities located in the province of 
Quebec;  

4. Know how the seigneurial system worked under the French regime;  
5. Be familiar with the relations between the Canadian government 

and the First Nations during the Second World War.   

LESSON PLAN: 1. The teacher explains the following to the students:  
a. The concept of primary sources and secondary sources;  
b. How the seigneurial system worked under the French 

regime. 
 

2. On the basis of primary and secondary sources, the students are 
required to explain:  

a. How the adoption of the laws on the abolition of the 
seigneurial system affected the Abenaki communities 
of Odanak and Wôlinak;  

b. The steps taken by the Abenaki communities to ensure 
their rights were respected.  

MATERIALS: 1. Distribute a copy of the following to the students:  
a. Territory Loss and the Reserves – Seigneurial Rights and 

the Community of Wôlinak; 
b. Loi abolissant les rentes seigneuriales, 1935, chap. 82; 
c. Loi modifiant la Loi abolissant les rentes seigneuriales, 

1940, chap. 25;  



d. Correspondence between the Department of Indian 
Affairs and the community of Wôlinak 

e. Specific claim – Abenaki First Nation of Odanak, 2012 p. 
29-30  
http://www.sct-trp.ca/apption/cms/UploadedDocuments/20112001/001-SCT-
2001-11-Doc1(2).pdf 

 
STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. In-class discussion; 
2. Conduct research on the loss of reserve land during the 1st 

and 2nd world wars, the Soldier Settlement Act and the 
Veterans’ Land Act. 
 

EVALUATION OF 
ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Participation;  
2. Homework;  
3. Oral presentation. 

RESOURCES: 1. See bibliography: See Territory Loss and the Reserves at 
Kopiwadan.ca 

DEVELOPED BY:  

 

  

http://www.sct-trp.ca/apption/cms/UploadedDocuments/20112001/001-SCT-2001-11-Doc1(2).pdf
http://www.sct-trp.ca/apption/cms/UploadedDocuments/20112001/001-SCT-2001-11-Doc1(2).pdf


 

Territory Loss and the Reserves – The Case of the Community of Wôlinak  

 

Several reserves located in the Saint Lawrence Valley date from the time of New France and 
were conceded as seigniories. With the Act for the abolition of feudal rights and duties in Lower 
Canada of 1854, the Legislative Council established the constituted rent, i.e., a fixed amount 
that the tenant had to pay his seigneur in order to free himself from his duties and take 
possession of his tenure. However, the continued existence of these rents on the eve of the 
Second World War led the provincial government to intervene in 1935 and 1940.   

Archives for the Abenaki community of Wôlinak make it possible to follow the actions taken by 
the government on the issue of the repurchase of seigneurial rents of the First Nations at the 
start of the 1940s. The reimbursement of these rents, a proposal that was strongly contested by 
the First Nations, highlights the difference of opinion that existed between the two levels of 
government concerning their responsibilities to the communities. Since the lands were located 
on provincial territories, but the communities came under federal jurisdiction, which of the two 
levels of government would be the one to reimburse the seigneurial rents of the First Nations? 
As the debate on the exact amount of the reimbursements dragged on and became bogged 
down in details, correspondence between the federal and provincial governments in the matter 
came to an abrupt end in July 1944. It appears that the war and the cuts to the Department of 
Indian Affairs prevented the matter from being resolved (IMG_9998). The issue remained 
outstanding. The provincial government seemed to indicate that the payment of the rents 
would continue to apply. The matter was finally taken up again in 1961 and the National 
Commission for the Repurchase of Seigneurial Rents concluded that there would simply be no 
repurchase of the rents for the seigniories possessed by the First Nations  

 

     

  



 

Ottawa, 25th July, 1944 

 

Dear Mr. Forest – 

 

 I wish to acknowledge your letter of the 9th June. 

 

On the 10th November last I wrote to Mr. Allan, Superintendent, Reserves and Trusts, Indian 
Affairs Branch, requesting information with regard to the capitalized value of the three 
seigniories, Pierreville, St. Francois and Sault St. Louis.  Some of the censitaires in the above 
seigniories have taken advantage of the old legislation and purchased the land occupied within 
the seigniories, the Department receiving the capitalized value.  It is necessary, therefore, to 
obtain a statement from the Indian Affairs Branch showing just how much the capitalized value 
of these seigniories has been reduced by these purchases. 

I have pressed for this information from time to time and upon receipt of your last letter I again 
got in touch with the Indian Affairs Branch and they have advised me that due to the war and 
the staff being short  handed it will be sometime before this information is available.  You will 
fully appreciate that the Department cannot move further in this matter until the information 
desired is received. 

The Indian Affairs Branch will obtain this information as soon as possible and when this is to 
hand I will communicate with you forthwith.  I am sorry that I have been unable to reply to your 
letter at an earlier date but I have been absent from the office on my annual vacation. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

Solicitor, 

 

J.R. Forest 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Syndicat National du Rachat des Rentes seigneuriales  
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
CANADA 

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE  
DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
OTTAWA 

Ottawa  4, October 20, 1961 

190261 

Seigneurial Rents - Sault St-Louis  
Seigneurie, P.Q.  

(Caughnawaga) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Forest: 

Chapter 322 of the Revised Statutes of the Province of Quebec of 1941 created the National 
Commission for the Repurchase of Seigneurial Rents for the purpose of abolishing constituted 
rents established by the Seigniorial Act of 1854. Section 13 of this Act required the seigneur or 
any other creditor of constituted rents to deposit a statement showing the information 
indicated in this Section, within the prescribed time frame, at the office of the council of any 
municipality on whose territory land holdings allocated to constituted rents in his favour existed. 

Section 15 of this Act further stipulated that if the creditor of constituted rents did not furnish 
the statement specified in Section 13 within the time frame prescribed by the Act, his right to 
the rent and to the capital that it represented would be extinguished for all legal purposes. 

We understand that, pursuant to this Act and pursuant to Section 32, among others, the Board 
of Commissioners had the power to exclude certain rents from the application of the Act. 

In 1943, the Legislature of the Province of Quebec enacted a number of amendments to the 
aforesaid Chapter 322 by proclaiming, among others, that in Section 46(a) the “Board of 
Commissioners is authorized to grant new deadlines in lieu of those stipulated in this Act for the 
benefit of Her Majesty in right of the Dominion of Canada as trustee of seigneuries possessed 
for the benefit of the Indians.” 

Requests for commutation of taxes have been made to the Government of Canada in relation to 
certain lands situated in the Sault St-Louis Seigneurie possessed by the Indians of Caughnawaga. 

J.-R. Forest 
Secretary-Treasurer  
National Commission for the  
Repurchase of Seigneurial Rents 
Legislative Building 
Quebec City, P.Q. 



 
 

This Department wishes to know if the Board of Commissioners, created pursuant to Chapter 
322 of the Revised Statutes of the Province of Quebec of 1941, has decided to exclude from the 
application of this Act the seigneuries possessed by the Indians and especially the Sault St-Louis 
Seigneurie. The information that we currently have leads us to believe that, indeed, the 
Government of the Province of Quebec has decided not to redeem the seigniorial rents affecting 
the lands possessed by the Indians in all of the Province of Quebec. 

 

In the event of a negative response to this first question as to whether the Board of 
Commissioners has excluded from the application of the Act the seigneuries possessed by the 
Indians, this Department also wishes to know if the Board of Commissioners has decided, as 
provided for pursuant to Section 46(a) of the Act, to grant new deadlines for the benefit of Her 
Majesty in right of the Dominion of Canada as trustee of seigneuries possessed for the benefit of 
the Indians. 

We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Paul Olivier 
Director 
Division of Civil Law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
CANADA 

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE  
DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
OTTAWA 

Quebec City, October 26, 1961 

Paul Olivier, Director   
Division of Civil Law  
Deputy Minister of Justice 
Ottawa, Ont. 

RE:  Seigneurial Rents - Sault St-Louis  
Seigneurie, P.Q. 
(Caughnawaga) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Mr. Olivier: 

I have received your letter dated October 20 and it is my duty to inform you that, indeed, when 
the Seigniorial Rent Abolition Act was implemented in 1941, the Board of Commissioners 
excluded from the application of this Act the seigneuries possessed by the Indians, not being 
able, as you well know, to force the federal government to comply with the provisions of said 
provincial Act. 

In consequence of discussions with representatives of the federal government and especially of 
the Department whose jurisdiction Indian Affairs came under in 1941, it was agreed that there 
was no need to redeem the seigniorial rents affecting the lands possessed by the Indians 
without the control of the Canadian government. 

I must add that the definitive abolition of the special tax, which was imposed as a replacement 
for the seigniorial rents in relation to the seigneuries that were redeemed in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act, must come into effect no later than in 1969 and consequently, barring 
a special amendment to the current law modifying the conditions for redemption, there can be 
no question of redeeming the seigniorial rents possessed by the Government of Canada for the 
benefit of the Indians. 

Yours very sincerely, 

 
J.-R. Forest 
Secretary-Treasurer  

National Commission for the  
Repurchase of Seigneurial Rents 
Legislative Building 
Quebec City, P.Q. 


